
Presentation
Agenda Item # 2

Meeting Date December 3, 2007

Prepared By Ilona Blanchard
Senior Planner

Approved By Barbara B. Matthews
City Manager

Discussion Item Montgomery County Public School presentation on planned addition at
Takoma Park Elementary School (7511 Holly Avenue)

Background Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) is developing a schematic
design for an addition to the Takoma Elementary Public School (TPES).  An
overview of the project will be presented to the Council.

Planned improvements at TPES include the construction of additional square
footage, parking, development of separate bus and parent drop off areas, and
the removal of existing classroom pods and the building currently used by the
school and the Morgan Day Care (201 Philadelphia Avenue). The addition
and associated site improvements will be built to LEED green building
standards. The main school building, constructed in the 1970s, will not be
modernized at this time except as required by the construction of the planned
addition.  MCPS has indicated that, once the project is completed, school
boundaries may be redrawn, eliminating the need to bus children out of
Takoma Park.  The school will continue to have a low teacher to student ratio.
 
MCPS met with a community working committee in 2006 during the
development of a feasibility study, narrowing the number of options being
considered to a single site plan.  The study was completed in January 2007
and presented to the School Board in March.  The feasibility study may be
viewed online at:

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/construction/projects/Docs/TP
ESFS.pdf             

Since the acceptance of the feasibility study, MCPS has held a second set of
community meetings to assist in develop the schematic design for
presentation to the School Board in early 2008.  MCPS has met with the
school, parents, teachers, residents and other community members and
encouraged their participation in the development of the schematic design.
  
A traffic analysis will be completed as part of this process.

During construction, students will be bussed offsite to a single holding school
in Grosvenor.

The tentative schedule for this project is as follows:



  
• Community meeting at TPES to review the schematic design - December

11 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Presentation of schematic brochure to Board of Education – February 12,

2008 (tentative) 
• County Council CIP public hearing - February or March 2008
• Planning Board mandatory referral hearing - March or April 2008
• Construction documents completed - July 2008
• Required permits secured - February 2009
• Bid the construction of the project - April 2009
• Construction period - June 15, 2009 to August 15, 2010
 

Policy Renovate and maintain existing facilities and provide new ones with
recreation programs for a wide range of ages, backgrounds, and interests.

Provide community facilities at appropriate locations to meet the human
service, recreational, security, educational and other needs of the diverse
community.

Takoma Park Master Plan Approved and Adopted December 2000

Fiscal Impact None

Attachments • Current Schematic Site Plan
• Sections of site across proposed parking lot and bus access
• Traffic Study requirements

Recommendation Listen to presentation.

Special
Consideration

The School Board will be making a decision on the design in early February;
delays in the design phase may impact funding and could result in a delay in
construction as funds would be reprogrammed for other projects ready for
construction.




